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Title 9 – Youth Code 
Chapter 9. Guardians of Minors 
 
Sec. 913. Abuse and neglect proceedings – ap-
pointment of guardian – financial subsidies. 
 (a) The court may, upon the petition of a de-
partment of social services (department) or 
guardian ad litem, enter an order appointing a 
guardian for a child who has been placed in the 
temporary or permanent custody of the depart-
ment. The guardianship may be subsidized by the 
department under subsection (i) if the guardian-
ship meets the department’s criteria, or the guard-
ianship may be nonsubsidized. 
 (b) The court may appoint a guardian for a child 
pursuant to this section if the following facts are 
found by the court: 
  (1) The department has given its written con-
sent to the appointment of a guardian, whether the 
guardianship is to be subsidized or not; 
  (2) If the guardianship is to be subsidized, the 
department has given its written consent after the 
department has considered initiating or continu-
ing financial subsidies pursuant to subsection (i); 
  (3) The child has been adjudicated an abused, 
neglected, abandoned or dependent youth; 
  (4) The department has made reasonable ef-
forts to reunite the parent and child, further efforts 
to reunite the parent and child by the department 
would likely be unproductive, and reunification 
of the parent and child would be contrary to the 
best interests of the child; 
  (5) The child has lived with the potential 
guardian in a family setting and the potential 
guardian is committed to providing a long-term 
relationship with the child; 
  (6) It is in the best interests of the child to 
remain or be placed with the potential guardian; 
and 
  (7) Either termination of parental rights to the 
child is not in the child’s best interests or parental 
rights to the child have been terminated, but adop-
tion is not in the child’s best interests. 
 (c) In the case of an abandoned child, the court 
may give priority to a member of the abandoned 
child’s extended family, including adult siblings, 

grandparents, great-grandparents, aunts and un-
cles, if placement with the extended family mem-
ber is in the best interests of the child. If more 
than one extended family member has requested 
to be appointed as guardian, the court may deter-
mine which extended family member to appoint 
considering which family member best meets the 
child’s needs. 
 (d) The entry of a decree of guardianship pur-
suant to this section terminates the custody of the 
department and the involvement of the depart-
ment with the child and the child’s parents except 
for the department’s provision of a financial sub-
sidy, if any, pursuant to subsection (i). 
 (e) A guardian appointed under this section 
may exercise the powers and has the duties pro-
vided in Section 110. 
 (f) The court may revoke a guardianship or-
dered pursuant to this section if the court finds, 
after hearing on a petition for removal of the 
child’s guardian, that continuation of the guardi-
anship is not in the best interests of the child. No-
tice of hearing on the petition must be provided 
by the moving party to the child’s lawful guard-
ian, the department, any court-appointed guard-
ian ad litem, the child’s parent if the rights of the 
parent have not been terminated, and other per-
sons directly interested in the welfare of the child. 
 (g) A guardian may petition the court for per-
mission to resign the guardianship. A petition 
may include a request for appointment of a suc-
cessor guardian. 
 (h) After notice and hearing on a petition for 
removal or permission to resign, the court may 
appoint a successor guardian or may terminate 
the guardianship and restore temporary legal cus-
tody to the department. 
 (i) The department may provide financial sub-
sidy to a guardian appointed pursuant to this sec-
tion if the guardianship meets the department’s 
criteria and if the department determines that a 
subsidy is in the best interests of the child. The 
amount of subsidy must be determined by the de-
partment. 
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