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Title 9 – Youth Code 
Chapter 8. Termination of Parent-Youth 
Relationship 
 
Sec. 808-A. Criteria for termination of paren-
tal rights. 
 (a) The Court may order a termination of the 
parent-child legal relationship upon a finding es-
tablished by clear and convincing evidence that 
any of the following circumstances exist: 
  (1) The parents have relinquished the child; 
  (2) The child has been abandoned by the par-
ents; 
  (3) The parent is convicted of a felony in 
which sexual intercourse occurred or is a minor 
adjudicated a delinquent youth because of an act 
that, if committed by an adult, would be a felony 
in which sexual intercourse occurred and, as a re-
sult of the sexual intercourse, the child is born; 
  (4) The parent has: 
   (A) Subjected a child to aggravated cir-
cumstances, including but not limited to aban-
donment, torture, chronic abuse, or sexual abuse 
or chronic, severe neglect of a child; 
   (B) Committed, aided, abetted, attempted, 
conspired, or solicited deliberate homicide of a 
child; 
   (C) Committed aggravated assault against 
a child; 
   (D) Committed neglect of a child that re-
sulted in serious bodily injury or death; or 
   (E) Had parental rights to the child’s sib-
ling or other child of the parent involuntarily ter-
minated and the circumstances related to the ter-
mination of parental rights are relevant to the par-
ent’s ability to adequately care for the child at is-
sue. 
  (5) The Court makes a finding that the puta-
tive father has failed to do any of the following: 
   (A) Contribute to the support of the child 
for an aggregate period of 1 year, although able 
to do so; 
   (B) Establish a substantial relationship 
with the child. A substantial relationship is 
demonstrated by: 
    (i) Visiting the child at least monthly 
when physically and financially able to do so; or 

    (ii) Having regular contact with the child 
or with the person or agency having the care and 
custody of the child when physically and finan-
cially able to do so; and 
    (iii) Manifesting an ability and willing-
ness to assume legal and physical custody of the   
  child if the child was not in the physical cus-
tody of the other parent. 
  (6) The child is an adjudicated youth in need 
of care and both of the following exist: 
   (A) An appropriate treatment plan that has 
been approved by the Court has not been com-
plied with by the parents or has not been success-
ful; and 
   (B) The conduct or condition of the parents 
rendering them unfit is unlikely to change within 
a reasonable time. 
 (b) In determining whether the conduct or con-
dition of the parents is unlikely to change within 
a reasonable time, the Court shall enter a finding 
that continuation of the parent-child legal rela-
tionship will likely result in continued abuse or 
neglect or that the conduct or the condition of the 
parents renders the parents unfit, unable, or un-
willing to give the child adequate parental care. 
In making the determinations, the Court shall 
consider but is not limited to the following: 
  (1) Emotional illness, mental illness, or men-
tal deficiency of the parent of a duration or nature 
as to render the parent unlikely to care for the on-
going physical, mental, and emotional needs of 
the child within a reasonable time; 
  (2) A history of violent behavior by the par-
ent; 
  (3) Excessive use of intoxicating liquor or of 
a narcotic or dangerous drug that affects the par-
ent’s ability to care and provide for the child; and 
  (4) Present judicially ordered long-term con-
finement of the parent. 
 (c) In considering any of the factors in subsec-
tion (b) in terminating the parent-child relation-
ship, the Court shall give primary consideration 
to the physical, mental, and emotional conditions 
and needs of the child. 
(AS PER RESOLUTION NO. 26-907-2012-5; 
DATED 05/25/2012.)   
 


