
Sec. 511. Paternity petition. 
(a) Generally. A paternity proceeding under this Title may stand alone as a separate 

proceeding or it may be joined with an action to determine child support at the request of the 
alleged father or the child’s mother.  Paternity proceedings may also be joined with an action for 
divorce, dissolution, annulment, declaration of invalidity, separate maintenance, child-parent 
relationship, support, or any other civil action in which paternity is an issue including 
proceedings in Juvenile Court. 

(b) Who May File Petition. A petition to request the Court to establish paternity may be 
filed by: 

     (1) An adult child, or, a child’s legal guardian; 
     (2) The child’s natural mother; 
     (3) An alleged father of the child;  
     (4) Any tribal agency with an interest in determining parentage; or 
     (5) Any social service ageny. 
(c) Contents of Petition. A petition to establish paternity, prepared on a form approved by 

the Court shall state: 
     (1) The names, ages, addresses, and tribal affiliations, if any, of the natural mother, 

the alleged father(s), the child, all others who have legal rights of custody, visitation, or support 
of the child and of the petitioner; 

     (2) Whether the natural mother and the alleged father are or were married, and the 
dates of marriage, separation, and divorce, if any; 

     (3) Whether the natural mother and alleged father agree that the alleged father is the 
natural father of the child; and 

     (4) Whether there are other courts or administrative paternity proceedings or state 
paternity affidavits concerning the child or whether parental rights have been terminated. 

     (5) A certified copy of the child’s birth certificate shall be attached to the petition or 
provided to the Court at least 10 days before the first hearing. 

     (6) An affidavit setting forth the factual basis for the alleged paternity of each child. 
(d) Service and Summons. All parties, including the child if over 18 years of age, the 

biological mother, and the man alleged in the petition to be the natural father, shall be served 
with the petition and a summons. The summons shall notify the party that the party must respond 
to the summons and petition by filing an answer with the Court and serving it on all parties.  
The summons shall further notify the party that, if written response is not filed with the Court 
within 21 days after receipt of the summons and petition, the Court may, without the party’s 
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response, enter a judgment of paternity by default only if it has admitted evidence of genetic
testing statistically proving that the man alleged in the petition is the biological father.




