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Title 9 – Youth Code 
Chapter 5. Court Procedures 
 
Sec. 502. Screening the petition 
 Upon receiving a petition, the Court shall im-
mediately have the petition screened by a juvenile 
officer, unless the petition was submitted by the 
Juvenile Services Department, Tribal prosecutor 
or the Tribal guardian ad-litem. The juvenile of-
ficer shall determine if the petition is sufficient on 
its face to support a finding of abuse, neglect, 
abandonment or dependency. If, based upon ex-
amination of the petition, the juvenile officer de-
termines that the petition lacks merit, he/she shall 
recommend to the Court that the petition be dis-
missed without further proceedings. Absent good 
cause to the contrary, the Court shall promptly 
dismiss the petition and, if applicable, order the 
youth released from custody. 
  (a) Social Study/Report to Court. The appro-
priate social service agency shall conduct a Social 
Study/Report to Court with respect to each peti-
tion which is not dismissed on initial screening. 
Such Study/Report shall be submitted to the 
Court at the initial hearing, the fact finding hear-
ing and all review hearings. The Study/Report 
shall, if possible, include interviews of the youth, 
parent(s), legal guardian or custodian and inves-
tigation of the conditions of the home, and rec-
ommendations. The social service agency shall 
submit the Study/Report to the Fort Peck Tribal 
guardian ad-litem or his/her successor and the 
Court. 
  (b) Diversion. 
   (1) The social service agency may recom-
mend counseling, treatment, or such other dispo-
sition of an abused, neglected, abandoned or de-
pendent youth which in the social service agen-
cy's opinion is in the best interest of the youth. 
Such recommendation shall be implemented, 
without Court action, only upon the consent of the 
parent, legal guardian or custodian with the 
knowledge that consent is voluntary. Upon re-
ceiving consent, the social service agency shall 
inform the Court that the case is being resolved 
informally. 

   (2) A diversion shall not include any dispo-
sition which separates the youth from the par-
ent(s), legal guardian or custodian, unless con-
sented to in writing by the parent(s), guardian or 
custodian or otherwise ordered by the Court. 
Upon successful completion of the recommended 
program, the petition shall be dismissed. No di-
version program shall exceed six (6) months. In 
cases where a diversion is not successful and/or 
completed, the social service agency shall have 
the right to reactivate the petition. 
 


