
Title 6   Section 501-A 
 
 
Sec. 501-A.   Speedy trial. 
  (a) Priorities 

(1) The trial of criminal cases shall have priority over the trial of civil cases. 
(2) The trial of defendants in custody and defendants whose pretrial liberty may present 

unusual risks shall be given preference over other criminal cases. 
(3) Duty of Prosecutor. The prosecutor shall advise the Court of facts relevant to 

determining the order of cases on the calendar. 
  (b) Time Limits 

(1) All Defendants.  Every person against whom a complaint has been filed should be 
tried within 220 calendar days of his or her arraignment, or as soon thereafter as the Court may 
schedule a trial but in any case no later that 365 calendar days after his or her arraignment. 

(2) Defendants in Custody.  If a defendant is in custody, he or she shall be tried within 
180 calendar days of his or her arraignment, or be released on their own recognizance with 
conditions set by the Court.  

(3) If a defendant is released from custody within 100 calendar days of his or her 
arraignment, the speedy trial limit in paragraph 1 shall apply. 

(4) New Trial.  A trial ordered after a mistrial, upon a motion for a new trial or upon the 
reversal of a judgment by the Court of Appeals, shall begin within 90 calendar days of the entry of 
the order of the Court of Appeals. 

(5) Calculation of Time Limits.  The calculation of the time limits prescribed by this 
Section shall not include any delay caused by or on behalf of the defendant, including, but not 
limited to, continuances requested by the defendant, time required to hear and adjudicate any 
motions filed by or on behalf of the defendant, delays caused by an examination and hearing to 
determine competency, the defendant’s failure to attend court hearings, or his or her absence from 
the Reservation for any reason. 

(6) Waiver.  A defendant or his or her counsel shall be deemed to have waived his or her 
right to a speedy trial by doing or failing to do any of the following: 

     (A) Failing to appear at any Court appearance; 
     (B) Any continuance requested by defendant or defense counsel; 
     (C) Any motion filed by or on behalf of the defendant, but only for the amount of 

time required to calendar, hear and adjudicate the motion; 
     (D) Request for a visiting judge; and 
     (E) Agreement by the parties to set a case for trial outside of the speedy trial limits, 

but only for such time as the trial date set exceeds those limits. 
  (c) Denial of Speedy Trial; Dismissal 

If the Court determines that a speedy trial time limit established under this Section has 
been violated, it shall, on motion of the defendant or on its own initiative, dismiss the prosecution 
without prejudice.  
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