
Title 7   Section 422-A 

 

 

Sec. 422-A.  Protection of government officials, employees and law enforcement officers. 

  (a) A person violates this section who forcibly assaults, intimidates or interferes with: 

(1) Any elected official; or 

(2) Any judge, justice or acting judge or justice of any court created by the Tribes or 

created under the authority of the United States; or  

(3) Any official or employee of the Tribes, the United States or the State of Montana; or 

(4) Law enforcement officer; or  

(5) Judicial officer 

on account of the performance of official duties, or while such member, judge, officer or 

employee is engaged in official duties. 

  (b) Assault is defined as a person intentionally causing or attempting to cause: 

(1) Bodily injury, 

(2) Reasonable apprehension of serious bodily injury with or without the use of a weapon; 

(3) Bodily injury with a weapon; or  

(4) Serious bodily injury. 

  (c) Intimidation is defined as communicating, with the purpose to cause another to perform or 

to omit the performance of any act, under circumstances which reasonably tend to produce a fear 

that it will be carried out, a threat to perform without lawful authority any of the following acts: 

(1) Inflict physical harm on the person threatened or any other person; 

(2) Subject any person to physical confinement or restraint. 

  (d) Interfere is defined as preventing or delaying the performance of official duties without 

lawful authority. 

  (e) Violation of this Section also includes anyone who forcibly assaults or intimidates any 

person who served as a person designated in Subsection (a) on account of the performance of 

official duties during such person’s term of service. 

  (f) Where the victim of an assault is against a person designated in Subsection (a), it shall be no 

defense that the action of such person is contrary to law, so long as the action or failure to act is 

within the scope of such person’s duties or employment. 

  (g) Law enforcement officer means a person who by virtue of the person’s office or public 

employment is vested by law with a duty to maintain public order or to make arrests for offenses 

while acting with the scope of person’s authority, including employees of any correctional or 

detention facility, animal control officers, Game and Fish officers, probation officers and 

SORNA compliance officers. 

  (h) Bodily injury means physical pain, illness, or an impairment of physical condition and 

includes mental illness or impairment. 

  (i) Conviction of this offense shall be a felony.  If the commission of an act involved the use of 

a weapon (weapon defined at 7 CCOJ 401), the Court must impose a sentence of a minimum of 

one year incarceration, which cannot be suspended for probation or parole.  
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