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Title 7 – Criminal Offenses 
Chapter 4. Crimes Against the Public Or-
der 
Subchapter A. Explosives and Weapons Of-
fenses 
 
Sec. 408. Privacy in communications. 
 (a) A person commits the offense of violating 
privacy in communications if the person inten-
tionally: 
  (1) With the purpose to terrify, intimidate, 
threaten, harass, annoy, or offend, communicates 
with a person by electronic communication and 
uses obscene, lewd, or profane language, sug-
gests a lewd or lascivious act, or threatens to in-
flict injury or physical harm to the person or prop-
erty of the person. The use of obscene, lewd, or 
profane language or the making of a threat or 
lewd or lascivious suggestions is prima facie evi-
dence of an intent to terrify, intimidate, threaten, 
harass, annoy, or offend. 
  (2) Uses an electronic communication to at-
tempt to extort money or any other thing of value 
from a person or to disturb by repeated commu-
nications the peace, quiet, or right of privacy of a 
person at the place where the communications are 
received; 
  (3) Records or causes to be recorded a con-
versation by use of hidden electronic or mechan-
ical device that reproduces a human conversation 
without the knowledge of all parties to the con-
versation. This subsection (a)(3) does not apply 
to: 
   (A) Elected or appointed public officials or 
to public employees when the transcription or re-
cording is done in the performance of official 
duty; 
   (B) Persons speaking at public meetings; 
   (C) Persons given warning of the transcrip-
tion or recording, or if one person provides the 
warning, either party may record; or 
   (D) A health care facility or a government 
agency that deals with health care if the recording 
is of a health care emergency telephone commu-
nication made to the facility or agency. 

 (b) A person commits the offense of violating 
privacy in communications if the person inten-
tionally intercepts an electronic communication. 
This subsection does not apply to elected or ap-
pointed officials or to public employees when the 
interception is done in the performance of official 
duty or to persons given warning of the intercep-
tion. 
 (c) The first conviction of violating privacy in 
communications is a Class A misdemeanor.  The 
second and subsequent convictions of violating 
privacy in communications is a Felony. 
 (d) Electronic communication means any trans-
fer between persons of signs, signals, writing, im-
ages, sounds, data, or intelligence of any nature 
transmitted in whole or in part by a wire, radio, 
electromagnetic, photoelectronic, or photo-opti-
cal system. 
(AS PER RESOLUTION NO. 25-2127-2011-
05; DATED 05/23/2011.) 
 


