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Title 10 – Family Code 
Chapter 3. Annulment and Divorce 
 
Sec. 302. Annulment. 
 (a) Petition. For any marriage performed under 
this Chapter, one (1) or both of the parties may, 
within one (1) year of the date of marriage, sub-
mit a petition of annulment to the Court, stating 
as grounds that:  
  (1) One (1) or both parties was under sixteen 
(16) years of age at the time of the marriage;  
  (2) One (1) or both parties did not freely con-
sent to the marriage;  
  (3) The parties were related to each other in a 
manner prohibited by Section 203 of this Title; or  
  (4) One (1) or both parties had an existing 
spouse at the time of the marriage. The petition 
shall be sworn before a notary public or other of-
ficial designated to verify signatures. 
 (b) Service of process. Each defendant in an an-
nulment proceeding shall be served with a copy 
of the complaint as provided under Title 8, Sec-
tion 102 of this Code. 
 (c) Response. If the non- petitioning spouse 
does not agree with the petition's allegations as to 
grounds for annulment or the division of property 
or custody of children proposed by the petition, 
the non-petitioning spouse may file with the 
Court a response within twenty (20) days of re-
ceiving the petition. The response shall be sworn 
before a notary public or other official designated 
to verify signatures, and shall contain an explana-
tion of why there are no valid grounds for annul-
ment or why the division of property or custody 
of children proposed in the petition is not appro-
priate. A copy of the response shall be served on 
the petitioning spouse. 
 (d) Hearings and decree. Where such a re-
sponse is received, the Court shall hold a hearing 
on the matter. If  
  (1) No response is received from the defend-
ant after twenty (20) days, or  
  (2) The Court determines that there are valid 
grounds for annulment, the Court shall enter a de-
cree of annulment. The decree shall state the 
grounds for annulment, and shall be signed by the 

presiding judge. A copy of the decree shall be de-
livered to each of the parties, and the original re-
tained for the records of the Court. In extraordi-
nary circumstances and for good cause shown, an 
annulment granted where the non-petitioning 
spouse did not respond may be set aside by order 
of the Court. Annulment voids a marriage from 
the time of the marriage forward. 
 


