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Title 15 – Landlord and Tenant – 
Forcible Detainer and Eviction 

Chapter 3. Judicial eviction procedures. 
 
Sec. 301. Complaint for eviction: order to re-
spond. 
 (a) Complaint. In landlord-tenant matters, the 
notice to quit where required under Section 
202(a) is a prerequisite to filing suit unless 
waived by the Court for good cause shown. In 
landlord and tenant matters, if possession of the 
property has not been surrendered by the date set 
forth in the notice to quit, and in all other situa-
tions where eviction or forcible detainer is 
sought, suit may be commenced by filing a com-
plaint in the Tribal Court for eviction or forcible 
detainer and for such other relief as the Court may 
deem just and proper. The complaint shall include 
the following: 
  (1) The names of the party(ies) plaintiff and 
party(ies) defendant; 
  (2) The address or other identification of the 
location of the premises; 
  (3) In landlord-tenant matters, a description 
of the pertinent rental or other agreement, if any, 
and a statement that all required notices to quit 
and all other required termination notices have 
been served in accordance with this code or other 
applicable tribal laws; 
  (4) If the party bringing suit (plaintiff) is the 
Fort Peck Housing Authority, a statement that the 
Housing Authority has complied with all required 
regulatory processes prior to filing the eviction 
action; 
  (5) The grounds for eviction or forcible de-
tainer; and 
  (6) A statement of the relief demanded, in-
cluding where applicable, a request that the Court 
order the defendant(s) and persons in possession 
to vacate the premises in not less than five days 
after services of the summons and complaint, and 
for damages, costs of litigation, attorneys’ and 
other fees, and such other relief as may be appro-
priate. 
 (b) Order for appearance or to respond in land-
lord-tenant suits. Promptly on the date that the 

complaint in the landlord-tenant suit is filed, the 
Court, if it determines that the complaint appears 
to be in compliance with the provisions of Section 
301 of this Chapter, shall issue an order requiring 
the named defendant(s) to appear in person be-
fore the Court or to respond in writing to the com-
plaint by a date no more than three (3) calendar 
days following service of the summons, com-
plaint and order for appearance or to respond. The 
order for appearance shall provide;  
  (1) That unless the named defendant(s) 
timely appear(s) in response to the order and pre-
sents defenses satisfactory to the Court, the de-
fendant and all occupants of the premises will be 
forcibly evicted together with their personal prop-
erty; and  
  (2) That a hearing on any judgement for 
money shall be held not more than fifteen (15) 
days after the complaint is filed, unless the de-
fendant(s) consent(s) that such matters be heard 
at the earlier hearing set on the demand for evic-
tion. 
 (c) Service of process. Except as otherwise pro-
vided in this subsection service of process shall 
be in accordance with Title 8, Section 102 of this 
Code. When the suit involves a matter where no-
tice to quit has been given pursuant to Section 
202(a) of this Title, a copy of the notice and the 
order to appear shall be annexed to the complaint 
and shall be served without delay within twenty-
four (24) hours after the complaint is filed. 
 (d) Delivery of the complaint and order to the 
Tribal Chairman and Superintendent. In any ac-
tion for eviction arising under this Chapter 3, if 
the tenant in possession depends on social secu-
rity, or public assistance for funds to pay the rent, 
the Chairman of the Tribe and the Superintendent 
of the Fort Peck Indian Agency shall be notified 
of the proceeding by delivering a copy of the 
complaint and the Court’s order to the respective 
offices of the Chairman and Superintendent. 
 


