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Title 17 - Highways 
Chapter 1. 
 
Sec. 139. Hand-held electronic communica-
tions device use prohibited. 
 (a) (1)Except as provided in subsections (a)(2) 
and (e), a person may not use or have in the per-
son’s immediate physical possession a hand-held 
electronic communications device while operat-
ing a motor vehicle on a public road, including 
operation while temporarily stationary because of 
traffic, traffic light, or a stop sign. 
  (2) A person may use or have in the person’s 
immediate physical possession a hand-held elec-
tronic communications device while operating a 
motor vehicle if the vehicle has been driven off or 
to the side of an active roadway and has stopped 
in a location where it can safely remain station-
ary. 
 (b) A person who violates subsection (a) shall 
be fine $50. A person who commits a second vi-
olation and any subsequent violation of subsec-
tion (a) shall be fined $100. An insurance com-
pany may not hold a violation of this section 
against the insured driver. 
 (c) An operator of a motor vehicle who com-
mits a moving violation while engaged in an ac-
tivity prohibited in this section shall be fined 
$100 in addition to the penalty or fine imposed 
for the moving violation. 
 (d) The provisions of this section may not be 
construed as authorizing the seizure or forfeiture 
of a hand-held electronic communications device 
unless otherwise provided by law. 
 (e) This section does not apply to: 
  (1) A person reporting a health, fire, safety, 
or police emergency; or 
  (2) A person 18 years of age or older who is: 
   (A) Using a hands-free accessory;  
   (B) An employee of a governmental fire 
agency, ambulance service, or law enforcement 
agency, an emergency responder, or the operator 
of an authorized emergency vehicle in the perfor-
mance of the person’s duties as an emergency ser-
vice provider. 
   (C) Registered with the Fort Peck Tribes or 
a county sheriff to assist in emergency response 

and who holds a valid amateur radio operator li-
cense issued by the federal communications com-
mission and is using a two-way radio while en-
gaged in an emergency response; or 
   (D) Employed as a commercial motor ve-
hicle driver or a school bus driver and who uses a 
hand-held electronic communications device 
within the permissible scope of the person’s em-
ployment. 
 (f) As used in this section, the following defini-
tions apply: 
  (1) Hand-held electronic communications 
device means a hand-held or portable electronic 
device that uses shortwave analog or digital radio 
transmissions between the device and a transmit-
ter to permit wireless communications to and 
from the user of the device. A hand-held elec-
tronic communications device includes but is not 
limited to a cell phone, text messaging device, 
paging device, personal digital assistant, and lap-
top computer. 
  (2) Hands-free accessory means an external 
accessory that connects to an electronic commu-
nications device and enables the operator of a mo-
tor vehicle to use the electronic communications 
device without touching it. 
  (3) Immediate physical control means touch-
ing the hand-held electronic communications de-
vice. Merely having the device on one’s person or 
in a motor vehicle does not constitute immediate 
physical possession. 
  (4) Moving violation means a violation of a 
traffic regulation of the Fort Peck Tribes by a per-
son while operating a motor vehicle or in actual 
physical control of a motor vehicle upon a public 
road. 
(PER RESOLUTION NO. 27-1065-2014-08; 
DATED 8/25/2014) 
 


