
Title 17  Section 136 
 
Sec. 136. Liens - motor vehicle towing and storage. 
  (a) Every person who, while lawfully in possession of an article of personal property, renders any service to 
the owner or lawful claimant of the article by labor or skill employed for the making, repairing, protection, 
improvement, safekeeping, transporting, towing, or storage of the article or tows or stores the article as 
directed under authority of law has a special lien on the article. The lien is dependent on possession and is for 
the compensation, if any, furnished in connection with the service. If the service is towing or storage, the lien 
is for the reasonable cost of the towing or storage. 
  (b) Any personal property not attached to the motor vehicle that is in a motor vehicle that is subject to a 
lien, as provided in subsection (a), is not subject to the lien and shall be surrendered to the vehicle owner 
upon request. 
  (c) Within 15 days after the date that a wrecked or disabled vehicle is removed from the public roadway by 
a qualified tow truck operator at the request of a law enforcement officer, the qualified tow truck operator 
shall send a certified letter to the vehicle owner or lienholder, as shown in the department of motor vehicle 
records, notifying the owner or lienholder that the vehicle has been towed and is being stored by the qualified 
tow truck operator. The certified letter must be sent return receipt requested and postage prepaid to the owner 
or lienholder at the latest address shown in the department of motor vehicle records. 
  (d) The owner or lienholder of the vehicle may not reclaim the vehicle until the owner, the lienholder, or the 
owner’s or lienholder’s insurance provider has paid the costs incurred by the qualified tow truck operator in 
removing and storing the vehicle. 
  (e) If the removal and storage costs have not been paid within 60 days after the date that the notice provided 
for in subsection (c) was postmarked, the qualified tow truck operator may dispose of the motor vehicle. 
  (f) The two truck operator may charge a reasonable amount for services not to exceed: 

(1) $100 call-out charge; 
(2) $ 100 roll-over charge; 
(3) $7.00 a loaded mile; 
(4) $20 a day storage. 

  (g) All tow truck operators will carry a minimum of $100,000 commercial liability insurance. 
  (h) Any agency, program or vendor working with or for the Fort Peck Tribes shall give preference to Indian 
owned tow truck operators. 
  (i) Criminal remedies, penalties and civil remedies. 

(1) Any Indian who violates a provision of this Section for a first offense is guilty of a Class B 
misdemeanor. 

(2) Any Indian convicted of a subsequent violation of this Section within one year of the first 
conviction is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. 

(3) Any non-Indian who violates a provision of this Section will be subject to the following civil 
remedies: 

     (i) A civil fine not to exceed $100 for the first offense; 
     (ii) A civil fine not to exceed $500 for any subsequent offense. 

(AS PER RESOLUTION NO. 29-689-2018-06; DATED 6/25/2018) 


