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Title 5 - Elections 
Chapter 1. Election Procedures 
 
Sec. 113. Recounts. 
 (a) Conditions for recount. No recount of votes 
in any tribal election shall be made except in 
accordance with the provisions of this Section 
113. 
  (1) Conditions for recount without charge. 
Any candidate defeated by a margin not 
exceeding one percent (1%) of the total votes cast 
for all candidates for the same office, or by a 
margin not exceeding seven (7) votes, whichever 
is greater, or who is tied with another candidate 
for an office, may, within three (3) days after the 
official canvass, file with the Election Supervisor 
a written request that the votes for the office be 
recounted. A recount under this subsection shall 
be without charge to any candidate. 
  (2) Conditions for recount on a referendum 
election. The votes deciding an issue presented at 
a referendum, by a margin not exceeding half (½) 
of one percent (1%) of the total votes cast for a 
against the issue, or by seven (7) votes, whichever 
is greater, may be recounted upon request by 
resolution of the Executive Board presented to 
the Election Supervisor within three (3) days after 
the official canvass. The expense of the recount 
shall be a tribal expense. 
 (b) Appointment of recount board. The Election 
Supervisor, immediately upon receipt of a lawful 
request for a recount, shall designate a recount 
board for each District of three (3) persons, none 
of whom shall be a candidate for office, or 
member, or member-elect, of the Tribal Executive 
Board. The recount board shall be the Chief 
Election Judge for each District and two (2) other 
election judges for that District. The recount 
board shall employ such clerical aid as may be 
needed. 
 (c) Notice. The Election Supervisor shall fix the 
recount for a time as soon as practically 
convenient after he/she receives the request for a 
recount. The recount shall be held in the principal 
District polling place unless the Election 
Supervisor deems another place more 
appropriate. The Election Supervisor shall 
promptly notify, by telephone or messenger 
confirmed by certified letter, each candidate 
affected by the recount of the times and places of 

the recount. 
 (d) Recount shall be public. Any recount shall 
be open to the public and the news media but the 
audience may be limited to prevent interference 
with the procedures. 
 (e) Appearance of candidates or their 
representatives. Each candidate affected by a 
recount may be present at the recount, personally 
or by a representative, and shall have full 
opportunity to witness the opening of all ballot 
boxes and the count of all ballots. 
 (f) Representation at referendum recount. If the 
recount is upon a referendum issue, one qualified 
elector from each side of the question may be 
present and represent the elector's side. 
 (g) Procedure for recounting ballots. The 
Election Supervisor shall be responsible for 
management of the recount. 
  (1) Production of ballots. The Election 
Supervisor shall produce the ballots, and deliver 
them in sealed ballot boxes to the Chief Election 
Judge for each District. 
  (2) Tallying the votes. The Chief Election 
Judge for each District or a clerk designated by 
the Chief Judge shall real aloud each ballot for the 
offices for which the recount is made. As the 
ballots are read, the two (2) other members of the 
recount board, or clerks designated by the Chief 
Election Judge, shall write the votes cast for each 
individual in each polling place on previously 
prepared tally sheets simultaneously announcing 
the vote each is tallying. The tally sheets shall 
identify the polling place or district where the 
ballots were cast, show the names of the 
respective candidates, and the office or issue for 
which a recount is made. 
  (3) Recount totals. After a recount is 
completed, the tally sheets shall be compared and 
the correctness of the tallies ascertained. Then, 
the totals for each candidate or each issue shall be 
compiled and checked for accuracy. 
  (h) Necessity of further recounts. Recounts 
shall continue until the two (2) tallies have 
identical totals. At that point the recount is 
finished and the new count shall be certified to 
the Election Supervisor by the Chief Election 
Judge for each District. 
  (i) Sealing ballots. When the recount has 
been finished, the ballots shall, in the presence of 
the Chief Election Judge and the recount board, 
be restored to the ballot boxes, and delivered to 
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the Election Supervisor for deposit with the 
Superintendent of the Fort Peck Indian Agency 
for safekeeping. 
 


