


The Court shall consist of one chief judge, 
three associate judges and one lawyer judge 
whose duties shall be regular and permanent. 
The judges shall be elected for a term of four 
years. The Tribal Executive Board shall appoint 
special judges as needed.
(AMENDED AS PER RESOLUTION NOS. 
2417-85-4, DATED 4/29/1985; 
27-2002-2015-07, DATED 7/13/2015.)

Generally

Criminal jurisdiction over non-Indian do-
mestic or dating violence.



Criminal jurisdiction over non-Indian pro-
tection order violations

























Sec. 613. Duties and Policy Guidelines.

Eligibility:

1 Enrolled members of the Fort Peck
Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes, members
of other

federally recognized tribes, and other Indians
and non-Indians subject to Tribal Court.

2 Cases in Tribal Court.

3 Meet income guidelines set out in 
Financial Eligibility Form.

Cases:
1 Criminal: The Public Defender may

assume representation for adult
misdemeanor or
felony offenses in which the defendant
is facing potential imprisonment, 
including Class A misdemeanor and
Felony offenses under the Fort Peck
Comprehensive Code of Justice.

2 Civil: Other cases may be specially 
referred to the Public Defender by a
Tribal Court
Judge, subject to availability, time, and 
resources after fulfilling priorities listed
below, or at the Public Defenders’ 
discretion.

3 Conditions and Limitations:
a)When there are simultaneous 

requests by opposing individuals that
meet the income
eligibility requirements, such as in the
case of co-defendants, the Public
Defender will represent the first 
individual to make a request or the first
party referred by a judge.

b) The Public Defender shall not 
represent any tribal member against
another tribal

1 All felony cases

2 Class A misdemeanors: abuse of child,
neglect of child, statutory rape,
stalking, sexual



1 Class A Misdemeanors: aiding suicide,
harboring a child, indecent exposure,
criminal

2.

Juvenile and Family Law cases—The
Public Defender will consider Juvenile
and
Family Law cases which are referred by
a Judge, or at the Public Defenders’ 
discretion, but will not represent one
tribal member against another tribal
member, with priority given to cases
involving potential civil rights violations
within the scope of the Indian Civil
Rights Act.

assault, simple assault, domestic abuse, 
concealed weapon, driving under the
influence, hindering law enforcement,
criminal contempt, resisting, false
imprisonment, abandonment of child, elder
abuse, possession of explosives, use of
dangerous weapons by children, unlawful
possession of dangerous drugs, unlawful
possession of toxic substances, drug
paraphernalia, violation of temporary
restraining order, resisting arrest, threats and
other improper influences in official matters.
Non-priorities:
The Public Defender will have discretion to
represent the following charges based on
current caseload, facts of the particular case,
implications of representation, and potential
sentence.

trespass, theft (less than $100), criminal
mischief (damage more than $100), injury to
public property (more than $100), issuing
bad checks (3rd or subsequent offense),
forgery (less than $100), violation of tribal
permit or lease, void liens, unlawful
discharge of firearms, unlawful possession
of liquor by someone under 21 (2nd or 
subsequent offense), unlawful sale or
distribution of liquor to minor, contributing to
the delinquency of a minor, unlawful 
distribution of tobacco to minor, unlawful
possession of dangerous drugs, unlawful
possession of toxic substances, interfering
with elections, tampering with witnesses or
informants, disorderly conduct, desecration
of tribal flag, failure to support dependent
persons, failure to send children to school,
curfew, restaurants and itinerant restaurants,
entering a closed area, driving without a 
license, reckless or careless driving,
unlawful use of or tampering with a motor
vehicle, driving in violation of an order of
the court, mandatory financial responsibility.


