
Title 6 
 
 Subchapter 2  
 Pardon 
 
Sec. 906. Power of pardon. 

The Tribal Pardon Commission shall have the sole and exclusive power to grant 
pardons after final conviction for all offenses by the Fort Peck Tribal Court. The 
Commission shall have no power to grant reprieves, commute sentences, or remit fines 
and forfeitures.  

Each Tribal Executive Board member shall submit the name of one candidate for 
the Commission to the Chairman of the Fort Peck Tribes and the Chairman shall choose 
the 5 members of the Commission, one of whom he shall designate as the Chairman and 
one of whom he shall designate as an alternate.  Commissioners chosen will undergo a 
Tribal, state and federal background check and be compensated at the rate established by 
the Tribal Executive Board. 

Commission members, including the Chairman, shall serve a term of two years. A 
Commission member found guilty of neglect of duty, misconduct in office, or an offense 
involving dishonesty may be removed by the Tribal Executive Board (Board) by a vote of 
2/3 of the members of the Board voting, provided such Commissioner is first give 20 days 
notice in writing by the Secretary of the Board and a chance to be heard. 
 
Sec. 907. Application for pardon. 

An application for a pardon shall be filed in writing with the Pardons Clerk, who 
shall be the Secretary for the Tribes or his/her designee. A conviction shall not be eligible 
to be considered for a pardon until 10 years after a felony conviction has become final, or 
5 years after a misdemeanor has become final. A conviction is final for the purpose of 
this Section at the moment whichever of the following occurred latest in time: no portion 
of the sentence remained unexecuted; the time period for appeal ended; any costs or fees, 
- including restitution - were paid (or the time to pay expired); all requirements or 
probation were satisfied (including the completion of any required alcohol and/or drug 
evaluation and/or treatment); and the period of probation ended. 

Upon receiving an application, the Pardons Clerk shall provide copies of the 
application to each member of the Commission and shall cause the application to be 
posted in public places on the Reservation.  This public notice shall state the date on 
which the application will be considered by the Commission. The application shall be 
sworn to by the applicant under oath or by a person authorized to act in his or her behalf. 
The application shall state concisely the ground upon which the pardon is sought and in 
addition shall contain at least the following facts: 

(a) The name under which the applicant was convicted and every alias by which 
he has been known; 

(b) The date and crime the applicant was convicted of; 



(c) The date and the terms of the sentence imposed against him; 
(d) The name of the trial judge who presided over the trial; 
(e) If an appeal was taken from the judgment of conviction, the date of the final 

determination by the Fort Peck Court of Appeals; 
(f) The age, birthplace, parentage, occupation, and residence of the applicant; and  
(g) A statement of all other arrests, indictments, information, and convictions, if 

any, against the applicant. 
 
Sec. 908 Hearing on application. 

The Pardons Clerk shall schedule a hearing on each application for a pardon on a 
quarterly basis.  Prior to the hearing, the Pardons Clerk shall obtain and make available 
to all members of the Commission the complete record of the conviction from the Fort 
Peck Tribal Court, together with any recommendation by the Chief Judge of the Fort Peck 
Tribal Court. The Commission Chairman or Commission may also issue process 
requiring the presence of any person subject to its jurisdiction before it, with or without 
books and papers deemed relevant to the hearing; and the failure of such person to 
comply with the process shall be considered criminal contempt under Title 7 of the 
Comprehensive Code of Justice and shall be punishable accordingly.  The applicant shall 
be given the opportunity to appear at the hearing and have the right to be represented by 
counsel at his own expense.  All testimony before the Commission shall be under oath 
and open to the public.  The Tribal Prosecutor shall also be allowed to testify under oath 
before the Commission on any application pending before the Commission. 
 
Sec. 909. Determination by the Commission. 

The Commission shall, at the close of the hearing, determine whether to grant the 
application or deny the application.  A pardon shall be granted only upon a clear 
showing that the public interest necessitates it and only by at least three members of the 
Commission who attended the hearing.  The decision of the Commission shall be final 
and no appeal of the Commission decision shall be taken.  The Commission Chairman 
shall cause a record to be kept of every application for pardon and the determination of 
the Commission thereon. 
 
Sec. 910. Effect of pardon. 

A pardon properly granted by the Commission shall pardon the effects of a prior 
conviction and relieves the pardoned individual from all legal disabilities resulting from 
his or her conviction.  Records of the Court shall be amended or otherwise updated to 
recognize that the individual has been granted a pardon for the specific pardoned 
offense(s).  A pardon does not have the same effect as the expungement of a record. 
 
(AS PER RESOLUTIONS NO. 27-1844-2015-05, DATED 5/11/2015; 
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