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Sec. 504-C Vicious dogs. 
  (a) Any person who keeps, harbors, or maintains a vicious dog shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
punishable, for the first offense, of a fine up to $100, destruction of the dog, or both. A person 
convicted of a second or subsequent offense is guilty of a Class A misdemeanor, and the dog may 
be destroyed. If the same dog is involved in the second offense, destruction of the dog is 
mandatory. The owner shall be liable for any impoundment fees, regardless if the dog is released 
or destroyed. 
  (b) Any law enforcement officer may impound and quarantine any dog involved in a dog bite. 
  (c) Definitions: 
     1- Vicious dog is defined as one which bites or attempts to bite any human being without  
provocation or which harasses, chases, bites, or attempts to bite any other animal, including 
livestock and other domestic pets. 

2- Bite is defined as any abrasion, scratch, puncture, laceration, bruise, tear, or piercing of 
the skin inflicted by the teeth of an animal. 
  (d) If the dog is not destroyed after the first offense, the dog must be kept in a fully enclosed 
area unless on a leash with a muzzle.  If the dog is impounded for any other reason such as 
running at large, the dog shall be destroyed. 
  (e) This is an absolute liability offense, a mental state is not necessary for conviction. 
  (d) This matter must be presented to the Court with a sworn affidavit and a 10 day quarantine 
period must follow a bite before destruction.  An owner is entitled to notification of quarantine. 
Destruction may be ordered even if an owner is unable to be notified if due diligence is used. 
  (e) Upon petition of the prosecutor, a judge shall consider destruction of any vicious dog for a 
first offense. 
  (f) Law enforcement must notify the Fort Peck Tribal Health Department of any biting incident. 
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