
Title 5 - Elections 
Chapter 1. Election Procedures 

Sec. 104. Absentee voters. 
(a) Who may vote by absentee ballot. Any non-

resident elector duly qualified to vote under Sec-
tion 102 of this Chapter may vote by absentee bal-
lot. Any resident elector duly qualified to vote un-
der Section 102 of this Chapter, upon making 
written proof satisfactory to the Supervisor that 
he/she expects to be absent from the Reservation 
on the day of election, or who is physically inca-
pacitated so as to be unable to go to the polls or 
who is a member of the Armed Forces of the 
United States stationed away from the Reserva-
tion, may vote by absentee ballot. 

(b) How to obtain an absentee ballot. An elec-
tor, eligible to vote by absentee ballot, shall file 
with the Secretary, at least 30 days before the 
election, a completed and signed application for 
an absentee ballot in the form set out as Form 2 
of this Title, or a form containing the same infor-
mation. 
(AMENDED AS PER RESOLUTION NO. 
2420-91-7, DATED 07/22/91.) 

(c) Delivery of absentee ballots. Each absentee 
ballot shall be sealed in an envelope marked on 
the outside: 

Absentee ballot within.  
The absentee ballot so sealed in an envelope 

shall be placed in an outer envelope marked "OF-
FICIAL BALLOT", together with a return enve-
lope pre- address to the Secretary and marked 
"ABSENT VOTER'S BALLOT" on the front. On 
the back of the return envelope there shall be set 
forth the following: 

State of _____________ ) ss (for nonresidents) 
County of  __________ ) 

I,  ____________________ , do solemnly 
swear that I am at least eighteen (18) years of 
age, a member of the Assiniboine and Sioux 
Tribes of the Fort Peck Indian Reservation, duly 
registered and entitled to cast the enclosed ballot, 
and a nonresident of the Reservation, and the 
                      is the District of my last affiliation. 
 

Voter's Signature 
 
State of _____________ ) ss (for residents) 
County of ____________) 
I, __________________ , do solemnly swear that 
I am at least eighteen (18) years of age, a member 
of the Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes of the Fort 
Peck Indian Reservation, duly registered and en-
titled to cast the enclosed ballot, and a resident of 
the Reservation,  _____________  District, duly 
qualified to vote by absentee ballot. 
 
 
Voter's Signature 
 
Subscribed and sworn to before me this ____ day 
of ____________, 19____. 

 
Secretary, 
Tribal Notary Public 
Executive Board 
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My commission expires: 
Received by: _____________  
Date: Time: 

Absentee ballots shall be mailed priority mail, 
or given to the applicant in person and to no one 
else. When an absentee ballot is delivered in per-
son the Secretary shall obtain a receipt from the 
person to whom it is delivered. No absentee bal-
lots shall be mailed on or after the 5th day pre-
ceding the election. A small absentee pencil, 
conforming to the standard required to make a 
mark readable by the automatic scanner, shall be 
provided to each absentee voter along with the 
ballot. (AMENDED AS PER RESOLUTION 
NO. 2405-91-7, DATED 07/22/91.) 

(d) How ballots are marked and returned. Upon 
receipt of the absentee ballot, the voter shall open 
the sealed envelope marked "Absentee Ballot 
within" shall separate the stub from the ballot and 
shall then and there mark and refold the ballot 
without assistance and without making known the 
manner of marking same, and shall place the 
ballot and the detached stub in the pre-addressed, 
return envelope provided for the purpose, seal the 
envelope and fill in and sign the affidavit printed 
on the back of the envelope in the presence of a 
notary or other person hereinabove provided. The 
voter shall then mail the envelope registered or 
certified mail, return receipt requested, to the 
Secretary, or shall personally deliver the envelope 
to the Secretary.  

When an envelope is personally delivered, the 
Secretary shall give the voter a receipt for it. 

(e) Cut-off for delivery of absentee ballots to 
Secretary. No absentee ballots shall be counted 
unless received in hand by the Secretary of the 
Executive Board before the official hour for 
opening the polls on election day. The Secretary 
shall check at the post office for absentee ballots 
at approximately 7:00 a.m. on election day. The 
Secretary shall be in his/her office at least one 
(1) hour before the polls open on election day to 
receive absentee ballots. 

(f) Absentee voting by residents after ballots 
are printed. Any resident elector who duly quali-
fies himself/herself under subsection (a) hereof to 
vote by absentee ballot by reason of expected ab-
sence from the Reservation on election day, or 
who is physically incapacitated so as to be unable 
to go to the polls, and who is present in his/her 
district after the official ballots have been printed, 
may vote before the Secretary in the same manner 
as provided in subsection (d) hereof up to but not 
including the day of election. 

(g) Record of absentee ballots. The Secretary 
shall make and keep a record of ballots mailed or 
delivered, to whom mailed or delivered, the date 
of mailing or delivery, the address on the enve-
lope, the date and time of return of the ballot and 
from whom received. The Secretary shall pre-
serve all receipts received in connection with 
mailing or delivery of ballots. 

(h) Delivery of absentee ballots to districts. The 
Secretary shall deliver to the Supervisor all ab-
sentee voters’ ballots sealed and intact together 
with the applications for such ballots as soon as 
possible after the polls open on election day. The 
Supervisor shall deliver the ballots sealed and in-
tact to the election judges of the respective dis-
tricts. The absentee ballots shall be held, sealed 
and intact, until the polls close. After the polls 
close and immediately before removal of the bal-
lot boxes to the central tabulation area, the clerk 
of each election district, in public and in the pres-
ence of all persons assembled, shall note on the 
poll book the name of each elector who voted by 
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absentee ballot and shall open the sealed enve-
lope, remove the stub and deposit it in the box 
for detached stubs and remove the folded ballot 
without disclosing its marking and deposit it in 
the ballot box for counting with the other ballots. 
(AMENDED AS PER RESOLUTION NOS. 
2405-91-7, DATED 07/22/91; 29-1713-2019-
08, DATED 8/12/2019.) 
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